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INSURANCE  
TODAY AUGUST 2019

Hope you are having a

SummerWonderful

Just $30 more a 
year puts a little 
plus in your 
auto policy. 

Thank you for trusting W.J.Farmer 
Insurance Agency and ERIE for your 
car Insurance. It’s good to know you 
have outstanding protection and 
value in your policy because it 
comes with many benefits other 
auto policies just don’t have. But 
why stop there? 
 
We’re here to help make your auto 
policy even better. For just pennies 
a day, you can add ERIE Auto Plus 
to your policy. ERIE Auto Plus 
enhances your coverage with 
features you’ll be glad you have if 
you ever have an auto claim. 

You get: 

• Diminishing deductible
•  Additional days of transportation 

expense coverage
•  Waived deductible in certain 

situations
• Increased coverage limits
• And more

As a valued Customer, we want to 
make sure you have the right 
protection. 

Call us today. It’s easy to add 
ERIE Auto Plus.

Give your
          car insurance a

Want to know how?
Call us today!

Above all in SERVICE - since 1925

Auto • Home • Business • Life

boost



sent in by  
DAVID AND  

MICHELLE MENDEZ 
Send us a picture of your favorite  

pet in his or her favorite pose,  
and you could win a $10 gift card  

and get your picture 
in next month’s newsletter. 

Email your pictures to 
rmendez@wjfarmerinsurance.com  

No pictures will be returned, and not all pictures will appear. 
No purchase necessary. Contest open to everyone.

PET OF THE MONTH:

BELLA

Phone: (607) 796-0551    
Address: 106C John St. Horseheads, NY. 14845
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INSURANCE TODAY

  For even more  
Information, Tid Bits  

and Prizes,  
follow, comment and like us on  

Social Media
Also check out our  

Google 5 Star Reviews
H H H H H

There are many choices you need to make when it comes to choosing the right auto 
insurance. When it comes to customizing your policy, one of the biggest decisions is what 
deductible amount you will choose.

WHAT IS A DEDUCTIBLE IN AUTO INSURANCE?
Your deductible is the amount of money you will have to pay toward fixing or repairing 
your car before your insurance kicks in.

DO I ALWAYS HAVE TO PAY MY DEDUCTIBLE AFTER AN ACCIDENT?
If you’re deemed at fault for an accident, you typically pay the deductible under your own 
policy. If another person damages your vehicle and they are deemed at fault, their 
insurance would typically pay for your damage in its entirety. In that case, you wouldn’t be 
responsible for paying the deductible under your own policy.

HOW DOES YOUR DEDUCTIBLE AFFECT YOUR PREMIUM?
Generally, the higher your deductible, the lower your insurance premium (which is just a 
fancy word for price). The lower your deductible, the more you will typically pay for your 
insurance premium.

HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR DEDUCTIBLE
It’s all about your budget – and your comfort level with risk. Here are some things to 
consider about deductibles when you talk with your agent:
•  Your budget: Ask yourself: What’s the amount of money I would be comfortable paying 

if I need to repair my vehicle? The lower your deductible, the less you will have to pay 
out of pocket if you have to file a claim, but your overall car insurance premium will be 
higher.

•  It works the opposite way, as well.  If you have a high deductible, you will have a lower 
car insurance premium – but you’ll pay more out of pocket if you file a claim. This 
decision comes down to personal preference and what you can afford within your 
current budget.

•  Drive time: Think about the amount of time you spend driving on a daily or weekly 
basis. If you’re in your car a lot – or driving in more accident-prone areas – you might be 
exposed to more risk than someone who drives less.

•  Value of your vehicle: The more expensive the vehicle, the more it costs to insure. In 
that scenario, a high deductible could help you save on your premium. However, if you 
have a car loan, some lenders stipulate that your deductible should not exceed a certain 
amount. Check with your lender to be sure.

One final tip: Whatever deductible you choose, it’s smart to have that amount of cash 
on hand in your emergency fund. That way you’re financially prepared if you end up 
having to file a claim.

HOW TO CHOOSE A

DEDUCTIBLE
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We appreciate your business 
and generous referrals! 

In addition to being entered into our 
monthly Visa Gift Card draw, each  

referral wins a $10.00 Dunkin Donuts 
gift card and $10.00 donation to St. 

Jude Children’s Hospital in their name! 

THIS MONTH’S $100 VISA 
GIFT CARD WINNER IS: 
ANTHONY PHILLIP

2019 Referral Contest 

GUESS THE 
CELEBRITY?

Send your best guess for this month’s celebrity 
to rmendez@wjfarmerinsurance.com  

and you could  

WIN A $10 
GIFT CARD

Every correct answer will be entered into 
a drawing, and we’ll select one winner. 

Good luck! 

Last months winner is:
Suzanne Karabelussi 
it was: George Clooney
No purchase necessary. Contest open to everyone.

...A Newsletter For Friends & Clients of W.J. Farmer Insurance

Nick Peters                                         
Marie Waters
Tommy Adamo                                 
Tiffany Fitzgibbons
Anthony Phillip                                 

Joshua Baker
Scott Packard                                     
Robert Guild
Theresa McKay 
Margaret Grossman

We would like to express our  
sincerest gratitude to all the  
people who entrusted their 

friends and family to us. 
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    TUCKER’S CORNER

IF A HURRICANE HITS, DO YOU HAVE THE RIGHT COVERAGE?

INSURANCE TODAY

Phone: (607) 796-0551    
Address: 106C John St. Horseheads, NY. 14845

HEARD BY OUR EDITORS

Tucker Farmer,  
CPCU, ARM

We are in the midst of hurricane season, which 
lasts all the way through November.  The peak 
of the season is approaching which usually lasts 
from mid-August through late October in the 
Atlantic region.  There is a lot to do to prepare for 
a hurricane in order to keep your family safe.  It is 
important to prepare your home and family long 
before a storm approaches.  In addition to  
stocking up on supplies, coming up with an 
evacuation plan, and retrofitting your home, it is 
extremely important you review your insurance 
coverage to make sure you know what you are 
covered for if a hurricane hits.  You never want to 
find out you aren’t covered for something,  
especially if the option of purchasing the  
coverage was available.

The two most common types of hurricane  
damage are wind and water.  Although most 
policies cover damage due to winds, not all policy 
forms do.  The most basic policy form only covers 
fire, lightening, and internal explosion.  Although 
you don’t come across policies that often that 
are written with only a basic form, they do exist.  
If you currently have a policy that is written with 
just a basic form, you should contact your agent 
immediately to see if you can add coverage for 
windstorm.  In some states, windstorm coverage 
isn’t available and must be purchased through a 
separate rider on your policy or through a  
separate policy altogether.

Another very important thing to understand 
about your insurance coverage is the deductible 
that applies to windstorms and/or hurricanes.  In 
hurricane prone areas, most property insurance 
policies are subject to a separate windstorm and/
or hurricane deductible.  This deductible is often 
a percentage of the dwelling limit and typically 

ranges from 1-5% but could be higher in some 
cases.  For example, if your home is insured for 
$250,000 and has a 5% hurricane deductible you 
would be responsible for the first $12,500 of  
hurricane damage before the insurance company 
even starts providing coverage.  The more your 
home is insured for and the higher the % your 
deductible is, the more money you are responsi-
ble for out of pocket.  One of our primary carriers, 
Erie Insurance, does not have a separate wind-
storm/hurricane deductible in New York which 
is very beneficial to it’s policyholders, especially 
those located in hurricane prone areas.  If your 
policy does not have a separate deductible listed 
any damage from a storm would most likely just 
be subject to the policy deductible.  I advise you 
confirm what deductible you are responsible for 
when it comes to windstorm/hurricane damage 
so you can prepare and budget accordingly or 
shop for policies that don’t require these separate 
windstorm/hurricane deductibles.

As mentioned above, the other type of damage 
that most typically results after a hurricane is 
water damage.  This could include damage due 
to anything from flooding, mudslide, to sewer 
backup.  Water damage is a very gray area on 
most insurance policies with many exclusions.  For 
example, most property insurance policies do not 
cover flooding, mudslide, or sewer backup.  In 
some instances, additional endorsements can be 
purchased to cover some of these items.  For  
example sewer and drain backup is usually  
available for an additional premium.  Flood  
coverage on the other hand is typically only  
available through the purchase of a separate 
flood insurance policy.  Many people don’t think 
that they need flood insurance because they are 
in a low risk zone but it is important to note 

that 25-30% of all flood insurance claims come 
from moderate to low-risk zones.  Therefore, I 
recommend considering a flood insurance policy 
even if you aren’t in a special flood hazard or high 
risk zone.  If your property is located in a low-risk 
zone, coverage is often very affordable and 
therefore it is worth getting a quote.   Just like all 
insurance policies, flood insurance has exclusions 
and things that aren’t covered so it is important 
to understand what the policy does and does not 
cover.

One additional type of coverage that can  
often result from hurricanes is hail damage.   
I recommend you check your policy form to  
see if hail damage is included because it is not  
included on all policy forms.  Additionally, al-
though this article discusses insurance as it relates 
to your home or property, it is important to review 
your automobile coverage to see if you are  
covered for damage to your vehicle that might 
result from a hurricane.

It is extremely important that your review your 
policies prior to a storm coming.  I would  
recommend reviewing them prior to hurricane 
season even starting because most carriers 
restrict binding authority once a storm watch and/
or warning is issued for an area.  Since storms can 
pop up at any time, you don’t want to wait until 
it is too late to review your coverage.  Give us a 
call today and we would be happy to provide a 
complete review for you!

Tucker

What is the longest place name in the US? 
Unfortunately, this is one of the did you know facts you probably can’t repeat to your friends—and that’s because it’s 
nearly impossible to pronounce. Chargoggagoggmanchauggagoggchaubunagungamaugg is the name of a lake in 
Massachusetts.

There are 118 ridges on the side of a dime? Count them.

How long did it take the Rubik’s Cube inventor to solve it?  
It took the creator of the Rubik’s Cube, Erno Rubik, one month to solve the cube after he created it; as of June 2018 
the world record is 4.22 seconds.


